Trentham School Senior Team Newsletter Term 1 2012
Dear Parents/Caregivers

Welcome back to a new school year with some changes and exciting challenges ahead. We have five Year 5 and 6 composite classes in the Senior School. 

Room 6 Jillian Adams (Assistant Principal)

Room 7 Samantha Skelton

Room 8 Pauline Walker 


Room 9 Benjamin Garner (Senior Team Leader)
Room 10 Kate Ilsley
Kerry Johnstone will be working in Room 6 one day a week (usually Wednesday), releasing Jillian Adams to fulfill her Assistant Principal responsibilities. The class programme will be timetabled so that there will be continuity across the curriculum.

Swimming

To make our swimming programme a success at Trentham School we require all children to wear a swimming cap. School will sell subsidized swimming caps at $6.50 each. Classes will also have access to a class cap if they have not got their own. Our swimming programme begins in Week 8 so please ensure your child brings their togs and swimming cap every day until the end of Week 10. All students will be expected to swim unless they have a note excusing them due to health concerns. 
Our Pool Rules are:
· Swimming caps must be worn.

· Studs and sleepers can be worn in the pool.  Dangly earrings to be removed.

· Other jewellery that can come off is removed.

· Cotton clothing is not to be worn.

· Togs with liners for boys.

· Board shorts with togs or liners or clean undies for girls.

· No plasters and no open wounds.

· No swimming if had diarrhoea. 
Home Learning
We are continuing with our schoolwide Home Learning programme this year. Home Learning will begin in Week 3 of this Term (Monday 13th February). Each teacher will provide the compulsory aspect of Home Learning which will include Reading, Spelling and Maths.

Property

In the past we have had some issues around personal belongings at school. All items that students bring to school need to be named and put in the correct place i.e. desks or bags. Students need to take responsibility for their own belongings. We recommend that toys are not brought to school but if they are, students bring them at their own risk.
Topics
This year we will continue to integrate as many of our topics together with other areas of the Curriculum to use time more effectively and cover concepts to a greater depth. This term our major focus will be a Social Sciences based unit looking at the Concept of ‘Diversity’ with the overall question “What makes us unique?” This unit will look at rules, routines, values, beliefs and our school ‘culture’.

The Arts

Kapa Haka will continue to be included as part of our Dance and Music programmes. All students will participate for half an hour once a fortnight in Kapa Haka and on alternative weeks will be involved in another aspect of the Arts. Our focus for this term will be singing. 
Physical Activity

All students are expected to participate in all physical activities and require suitable clothing and footwear. Hats are compulsory for any outdoor activity this term so please ensure your child brings a named hat and leaves it at school. We will also be encouraging all students to have a water bottle in class, as it disrupts class programmes when students need to leave the room for a drink.
Classroom Behaviour Management Plan

Our Senior School Classroom Behaviour Management Plan runs on similar principles to the School Wide Behaviour Management Plan. Each teacher in the Senior school will have a reward system in place for appropriate behaviour and will support one another with students who continue to break classroom rules. We will involve you as parents/caregivers at a certain stage if required, as outlined on the Classroom Behaviour Management Plan included with this newsletter. We fully appreciate the support you give us for our rooms to run smoothly and effectively. Our expectation is that all students at Trentham School will be secure, safe and successful.   

Patrols

All students in Year 6 that have been trained to be Patrol Monitors this year already have duty rosters for Term 1. We appreciate the work our students do, particularly turning up on time in the morning. i.e. 8:25 a.m. Please let the office know if for some unexpected reason your child is unable to arrive for Patrol Duty.

Regards

Jillian Adams, Benjamin Garner, Pauline Walker, Samantha Skelton, Kate Ilsley.
