Trentham School Middle Syndicate
Newsletter Term 1 2012
Kia Ora Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome back to Term One at Trentham School. We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break and your children are feeling rejuvenated and ready for the eventful term ahead.  
Integrated Topic: This term we are going to be learning about Diversity and what it means to be unique and belong to a culture.  We will be looking at the cultures that make up Trentham School – where we come from – as well as family traditions and treasures.
Value of the Term: Honesty (Panonga) – Willingness not to steal, lie, cheat, or be unfair. This means telling the truth.
Trentham School Vision: Relationships – an inquiry into ways we discover and express ideas which reflect who we are and where we belong.  This includes creativity, appreciation of the aesthetic, personal histories, discoveries, explorations, migrations.
Writing: We will be linking our writing in with the integrated unit where it fits best. We will be learning: how to write questions for interviews and to find out and gather information; how to write up a family tree; and how to report on another culture by exploring, reflecting on, and communicating the past.
Reading: Will be based around independent, shared and guided reading experiences - reading to, with and by the children.
Oral: We are continuing to learn new ways to encourage more discussions, conversations and communication in class activities.
Mathematics: Number is the major focus looking at addition and subtraction this term. There will also be a minor focus on Algebra and Statistics.
Visual Arts: We will be learning to draw self portraits and other artwork relating to our integrated unit, using crayon & dye and pastel.
Health and Physical Education: This term there will be a focus on ‘run, jump, throw’ and summer sports, along with daily fitness. As physical activity is part of our school programme, we would appreciate that children do not wear “Heelies” to school – they are very hard to run in!
We will also be swimming this term. Your child will need a swimming cap for this. We will advise you of the dates for this in an up-coming newsletter.
Home Learning: All children will have reading, basic facts and spelling to work on every week along with their Trentham Challenges Booklet, which is an optional extra.  It is expected that all children will complete their set home learning weekly.  Please encourage your child to take responsibility for their own work and handing it in on time.
Warmer Months: Summer is still here!  Can you please ensure that your child comes to school appropriately dressed for the warmer weather.  Your child also needs to make sure that they have a sun hat to wear in the playground. 
Team Assembly: Our Syndicate Assemblies are held on Friday afternoons at 1.30pm in the school hall.
Learning Tools:  We would appreciate it if you could make sure your child has all the stationery they need to be productive in the classroom.
Health: If your children are unwell please keep them at home so they can get the rest they need to recover.  If your child has a tummy bug they should be kept away from school for at least 48 hours as to not pass on any bugs to others in their class.  Please check your child’s hair for head lice and treat if they have them.

We are looking forward to a fantastic new year full of fun and learning. We would value any help and support you can give us both in and out of the classroom.
Please feel free to email your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions, comments or concerns.
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