Junior Team Newsletter.

Term 1  2012.
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

WELCOME TO OUR 2012 SCHOOL YEAR.
A special Welcome to all new students and families.
Our Syndicate organisation for 2012 is: - 

Room 20 Year 1 New Entrant           Mrs Gillian Wasley – Senior Teacher
Room 19 Year 1 New Entrant           Mrs Angela Kershaw

Room 18 Year 1 / 2                            Mrs Angela Garner
Room 16 Year 2                                 Mrs Mary Walker

Room 17 Year 2                                 Mrs Misty Vink
Reading Recovery Mrs Fiona Bullard
Here are some activities and reminders.

· SUNHATS: All children need to bring to school a named sunhat. Children need to wear their sunhat each day in the playground during Term 1 and 4. We have a – NO HAT, NO PLAY policy.
· SCHOOL STARTS AT 8.55AM EACH DAY. 
· It is important that your children arrive at school on time so they can start the day with the rest of the class. This is an important part of the day as it organises the time-table so the children know what is happening.
· There is NO SUPERVISION for children prior to 8:30am.

     Please ensure that your child arrives after 8:30am for their safety.
· Could parents and caregivers please leave the room when the bell rings for the start of the school day, so the children can maximise their learning time.
· The end of the day is an important time for teachers to give reminders and notices out, so we are asking that parents and caregivers wait outside the classrooms so the children remain focussed.
· Breakfast and lunch help our children to learn.
     Breakfast is an excellent way to start the day and get children ready to focus and

     learn at school.   

     Lunch is an important meal of the day. Please send your child to school with a
     healthy lunch each day that includes a drink of water and bread. eg- sandwiches
     or a roll and fruit. This will help your child to remain focussed and maximise their     

     learning time while they are at school.
Breakfast Club is on Tuesday and Thursday in the hall between 8am and 8:30 beginning Tuesday 14 February.

    Absences. If your child is away please ring the office on 5286485 and let the school know.
· Please ensure all items that your child brings to school are named.
· Children are not encouraged to bring toys to school. Too often they are broken or lost and we can not take responsibility for this.
· It is a good idea to put a named change of clothes in your child’s bag.

OUR SCHOOL VALUE FOR TERM 1 IS “HONESTY.”
 We will be encouraging, modelling and exploring this word for term one.
Here are some activities and reminders.

Each week we meet together as a team. 

· Tuesday 2:25 - Kapa Haka.   

· Fridays 11:45 - Junior Assembly in the hall. 

Some days we may be involved in other activities that may change these.

Discovery Programme: Our Year One Discovery programme will take place each morning between 9:15 and 10:15. Discovery provides children with opportunities to develop Oral Language. Speaking and Listening are the greatest use of language and is the basis of all communication.

Oral language is a very important link in the process of children’s learning and thinking development and provides a foundation for the development of their language skills. Children are encouraged to discuss, negotiate, and problem solve through using words.  

· Home Learning.
Each individual class teacher sets home learning. There will be compulsory reading and word related activities as well as numeracy activities four or five nights a week depending on the class. Please remember to complete the reading log as this is a record for the children, parents and teachers.

Integrated Topic.
This term our school wide topic of study is “Trentham Kid. Who are we?” 
Physical Education and Health.

Physical Education. This term we are doing swimming, cross country running and athletics.  Swimming will be in weeks 2, 3, 4. We will be starting on the 7th February through to the 24th February. 

Maori. This term we are learning to say greetings and farewell in Te Reo.

Art. We will be experimenting with Crayon and Dye and Sketching.

Important dates this term.
· 6th February-Monday – Waitangi Day.
· 7th February – 24th February. Junior Swimming.
· 15th February. Family Picnic Sports Evening – 5:30-7pm.
· School Wide Fun Day - The Junior Team will be organising a school Water Day - week 4. Date to be confirmed.

· 12th March – School Photos.
· 28th and 29th March -Three Way Conferences.
· 30th March. Disco.
· 5TH April. Last Day for Term 1.
· In Term 2 the Junior Team will be visiting The Island Bay Marine Education Centre as part of our topic study. This trip will cost each child about $12.

If you would like to be a parent helper at school please see your child’s teacher. Your help is always welcome.
We are looking forward to working with your children this year.

Regards
Junior Staff.
